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Seven decades after its establishment, the United Nations and its system of related 
organizations and programs are perpetually in crisis. While the twentieth-century s 
world wars gave rise to ground-breaking efforts at international organization in 1919 
and 1945, today s UN is ill-equipped to deal with contemporary challenges to world 
order. Neither the end of the Cold War nor the aftermath of 9/11 has led to the next 
generation of multilateral institutions. But what exactly is wrong with the UN that makes 
it incapable of confronting contemporary global challenges and, more importantly, can 
we fix it? In this revised and updated third edition of his popular text, leading scholar of 
global governance Thomas G. Weiss takes a diagnose-and-cure approach to the world 
organization s inherent difficulties. In the first half of the book, he considers: the 
problems of international leadership and decision making in a world of self-interested 
states; the diplomatic complications caused by the artificial divisions between the 
industrialized North and the global South; the structural problems of managing the UN 
s many overlapping jurisdictions, agencies, and bodies; and the challenges of 
bureaucracy and leadership. The second half shows how to mitigate these maladies 
and points the way to a world in which the UN s institutional ills might be cured. Weiss 
s remedies are not based on pious hopes of a miracle cure for the UN, but rather on 
specific and encouraging examples that could be replicated. With considered optimism 
and in contrast to received wisdom, he contends that substantial change is both 
plausible and possible. 
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This book offers the first book-length explanation of the UN's politics of selective 
humanitarian intervention. Over the past 20 years the United Nations has imposed 
economic sanctions, deployed peacekeeping operations, and even conducted or 
authorized military intervention in Somalia, Bosnia, or Libya. Yet no such measures were 
taken in other similar cases such as Colombia, Myanmar, Darfur-or more recently-Syria. 
 
What factors account for the UN's selective response to humanitarian crises and what are 
the mechanism that drive-or block-UN intervention decisions? By combining fuzzy-set 
analysis of the UN's response to more than 30 humanitarian crises with in depth-case 
study analysis of UN (in)action in Bosnia and Darfur, as well as in the most recent crises 
in Cote d'Ivoire, Libya and Syria, this volume seeks to answer these questions.  
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Law and Practice of the United Nations: Documents and Commentary combines 
primary materials with expert commentary demonstrating the interaction between law 
and practice in the UN organization, as well as the possibilities and limitations of 
multilateral institutions in general. Each chapter begins with a short introductory essay 
describing how the documents that ensue illustrate a set of legal, institutional, and 
political issues relevant to the practice of diplomacy and the development of public 
international law through the United Nations. Each chapter also includes questions to 
guide discussion of the primary materials, and a brief bibliography to facilitate further 
research on the subject. 
 
This second edition addresses the most challenging issues confronting the United 
Nations and the global community today, from terrorism to climate change, from 
poverty to nuclear proliferation. New features include hypothetical fact scenarios to test 
the understanding of concepts in each chapter. This edition contains expanded author 
commentary, while maintaining the focus on primary materials. 
 
Such materials enable a realistic presentation of the work of international diplomacy: 
the negotiation, interpretation and application of such texts are an important part of 
what actually takes place at the United Nations and other international organizations. 
This work is ideal for courses on the United Nations or International Organizations, 
taught in both law and international relations programs. 
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Recent years have seen an increasing emphasis on local ownership in United Nations 
peacekeeping. Advocates assert that it boosts the legitimacy and sustainability of 
peacekeeping by helping to preserve the principles of self-determination and non-
imposition in an activity that can contravene them. However, whether this assertion holds 
in practice has not been backed up by careful conceptual and empirical analysis. 
 
This book fills this gap by mapping the discourse, understandings, and operationalization 
of local ownership in UN peacekeeping, both from the perspective of the UN and local 
actors. Drawing on the case of the UN peacekeeping operation in DR Congo and a 
number of other cases, it shows that despite its regular invocation of local ownership 
discourse, the UN operationalizes ownership in restrictive ways that are intended to 
protect the achievement of operational goals but which consequently limit self-
determination and increase external imposition on the host country. This gap between the 
rhetoric and reality of ownership suggests that the UN uses local ownership primarily as a 
discursive tool for legitimation, one intended to reconcile conflicting normative and 
operational imperatives that it faces. 
 
However, because its actions do not match its rhetoric, the UN's attempts to generate 
legitimacy through discourse appear to fall flat, particularly in the eyes of local actors, and 
because of contradictions in the ways that the UN operationalizes local ownership, it also 
inhibits the achievement of its operational goals as well. 
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International sanctions have become the instrument of choice for policymakers dealing 
with a variety of different challenges to international peace and security. This is the first 
comprehensive and systematic analysis of all the targeted sanctions regimes imposed 
by the United Nations since the end of the Cold War. Drawing on the collaboration of 
more than fifty scholars and policy practitioners from across the globe (the Targeted 
Sanctions Consortium), the book analyzes two new databases, one qualitative and 
one quantitative, to assess the different purposes of UN targeted sanctions, the 
Security Council dynamics behind their design, the relationship of sanctions with other 
policy instruments, implementation challenges, diverse impacts, unintended 
consequences, policy effectiveness, and institutional learning within the UN. 
 
The book is organized around comparisons across cases, rather than country case 
studies, and introduces two analytical innovations: case episodes within country 
sanctions regimes and systematic differentiation among different purposes of 
sanctions. 
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United Nations peacekeeping has undergone radical transformation in the new 
millennium. Where it once was limited in scope and based firmly on consent of all parties, 
contemporary operations are now charged with penalizing spoilers of peace and 
protecting civilians from peril. Despite its more aggressive posture, practitioners and 
academics continue to affirm the vital importance of impartiality whilst stating that it no 
longer means what it once did. 
Taking Sides in Peacekeeping explores this transformation and its implications, in what is 
the first conceptual and empirical study of impartiality in UN peacekeeping. The book 
challenges dominant scholarly approaches that conceive of norms as linear and static, 
conceptualizing impartiality as a 'composite' norm, one that is not free-standing but an 
aggregate of other principles-each of which can change and is open to contestation. 
Drawing on a large body of primary evidence, it uses the composite norm to trace the 
evolution of impartiality, and to illuminate the macro-level politics surrounding its 
institutionalization at the UN, as well as the micro-level politics surrounding its 
implementation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, site of the largest and costliest 
peacekeeping mission in UN history. 
Taking Sides in Peacekeeping reveals that, despite a veneer of consensus, impartiality is 
in fact highly contested. As the collection of principles it refers to has expanded to include 
human rights and civilian protection, deep disagreements have arisen over what keeping 
peace impartially actually means. 
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This is the first comprehensive look at the human rights dimensions of the work of the 
only body within the United Nations system capable of compelling action by its 
member states. Known popularly for its failure to prevent mass atrocities in Rwanda, 
the former Yugoslavia, and Syria, the breadth and depth of the Security Council's work 
on human rights in recent decades is much broader. This book examines questions 
including: how is the Security Council dealing with human rights concerns? What does 
it see as the place of human rights in conflict prevention, peacemaking and 
peacekeeping? And how does it address the quest for justice in the face of gross 
violations of human rights? Written by leading practitioners, scholars and experts, this 
book provides a broad perspective that describes, explains and evaluates the 
contribution of the Security Council to the promotion of human rights and how it might 
more effectively achieve its goals. 
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This completely revised and updated eighth edition serves as the definitive text for 
courses in which the United Nations is either the focus or a central component. Built 
around three critical themes in international relations--peace and security, human rights 
and humanitarian affairs, and sustainable human development--the eighth edition of The 
United Nations and Changing World Politics guides students through the seven turbulent 
decades of UN politics. This new edition is fully revised to incorporate recent 
developments on the international stage, including new peace operations in Mali and the 
Central African Republic; ongoing UN efforts to manage the crises in Libya, Syria, and 
Iraq; the Iran Nuclear Deal; and the new Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
The authors discuss how international law frames the controversies at the UN and guides 
how the UN responds to violence and insecurity, gross violations of human rights, 
poverty, underdevelopment, and environmental degradation. Students of all levels will 
learn that the UN is a complex organization, comprised of three interactive entities that 
cooperate and also compete with each other to define and advance the UN's principles 
and purposes. 


