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The taxonomy and systematics of European reptiles and amphibians have changed a 
lot in recent years, yet there is no modern, up-to-date field guide available that 
comprehensively covers all the species. The last illustrated field guide to European 
reptiles and amphibians was first published 38 years ago, and remains oudated 
despite occasional reprints and new editions. This major new field guide addresses 
this deficiency. Every species will be covered in detail with a focus on identification and 
geographical variation; species texts also cover distribution, habitat and behaviour. A 
detailed up-to-date map is also included for each species. Superb colour illustrations 
by talented artist Ilian Velikov depict every species and all major variations, and colour 
photographs are also included for most species. This groundbreaking new guide will 
become the definitive field reference for these two groups of animals. 
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Weighing as much as 2,000 pounds and reaching lengths of over seven feet, leatherback 
turtles are the world's largest reptile. These unusual sea turtles have a thick, pliable shell 
that helps them to withstand great depths-they can swim more than one thousand meters 
below the surface in search of food. And what food source sustains these goliaths? Their 
diet consists almost exclusively of jellyfish, a meal they crisscross the oceans to find. 
 
Leatherbacks have been declining in recent decades, and some predict they will be gone 
by the end of this century. Why? Because of two primary factors: human redevelopment 
of nesting beaches and commercial fishing. There are only twenty-nine index beaches in 
the world where these turtles nest, and there is immense pressure to develop most of 
them into homes or resorts. 
At the same time, longline and gill net fisheries continue to overwhelm waters frequented 
by leatherbacks. In The Leatherback Turtle, James R Spotila and Pilar Santidrian Tomillo 
bring together the world's leading experts to produce a volume that reveals the biology of 
the leatherback while putting a spotlight on the conservation problems and solutions 
related to the species. The book leaves us with options: embark on the conservation 
strategy laid out within its pages and save one of nature's most splendid creations, or 
watch yet another magnificent species disappear. 
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This practical handbook of reptile field ecology and conservation brings together a 
distinguished, international group of reptile researchers to provide a state-of-the-art 
review of the many new and exciting techniques used to study reptiles. The authors 
describe ecological sampling techniques and how they are implemented to monitor the 
conservation status and population trends of snakes, lizards, tuatara, turtles, and 
crocodilians throughout the world. Emphasis is placed on the extent of statistical 
inference and the biases associated with different techniques and analyses. 
 
The chapters focus on the application of field research and data analysis for achieving 
an understanding of reptile life history, population dynamics, movement patterns, 
thermal ecology, conservation status, and the relationship between reptiles and their 
environment. The book emphasises the need for thorough planning, and demonstrates 
how a multi-dimensional approach incorporates information related to morphology, 
genetics, molecular biology, epidemiology, statistical modelling, animal welfare, and 
biosecurity. Although accentuating field sampling, sections on experimental 
applications in laboratories and zoos, thermal ecology, genetics, landscape ecology, 
disease and biosecurity, and management options are included. 
 
Much of this information is scattered in the scientific literature or not readily available, 
and the intention is to provide an affordable, comprehensive synthesis for use by 
graduate students, researchers, and practising conservationists worldwide.. 
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Much has happened in the 19 years since the publication of the first edition of Reptiles 
and Amphibians: Self-Assessment Color Review. Many more scientists and clinicians 
have taken an interest in reptiles and amphibians, novel radiographic techniques have 
been developed, and veterinary surgeons have devised operative solutions to numerous 
serious conditions in both reptiles and amphibians. The time is right for an expanded 
second edition that covers these developments and more. 
 
See What's in the Second Edition: * More than 230 new and revised reptile and 
amphibian cases, illustrated in color * Case studies with answers that fully explore the 
disease or disorder in question * Case selection based on common reptilian and 
amphibian species kept as pets or study animals Written by a foremost authority, this 
book presents more than 230 cases and questions at different levels of expertise, with 
detailed explanatory answers. The cases appear in random order, just as they would in 
real life, and enable you-by solving the clinical puzzle-to make differential diagnoses, 
treatment plans, and prognoses. The color review includes a wealth of problem-oriented 
information of value-and enjoyment-for formal and informal training and continuing 
education. 
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Venom research and technology has advanced greatly, rapidly transforming the area 
of reptile venom. Research developments-like the development of molecular 
systematics-provide the framework necessary to reconstruct the evolutionary history of 
glands and fangs. Such research developments result in a fundamental shift in 
scientists' understanding of venom's evolution and usefulness in therapeutic 
development. 
 
Startling evolutionary expansion, including the development of new protein functions, 
enable the development of novel drug therapies and impact the effectiveness of anti-
venoms available for the treatment of humans. Venomous Reptiles And Their Toxins is 
a comprehensive study of the entire scope of reptile venom, from its evolution to drug 
design and development. This book devotes a chapter to each toxin class found in 
reptile venom, detailing the full trajectory of research on the toxin in question. 
 
The comprehensive synthesis of research deals with the impact that venom has had 
on biomedical applications and snake evolution and ecology. 
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Texas has a large and diverse turtle population, with forms that are found nowhere else 
(Cagle's Map Turtle and the Texas Map Turtle) and wide-ranging species that barely 
touch the state, including the Painted Turtles and the Rough-footed Mud Turtle. From the 
Sabine River to El Paso, and from the Rio Grande to the Panhandle, thirty-one native and 
established exotic turtle species are definitely known in Texas, along with one crocodilian, 
the American Alligator. Texas Turtles & Crocodilians is the first complete identification 
guide to all the state's turtles and to its single alligator. 
 
It offers detailed species accounts, range maps, and excellent color photographs to aid in 
field identification. The authors, two of the state's most knowledgeable herpetologists, 
open the book with a broad overview of turtle natural history, conservation biology, 
observation, and captive maintenance before providing a key to Texas turtles and 
accounts of the various turtle families and species. Appendices provide brief accounts of 
species that occurred prehistorically in Texas and non-established exotic species, as well 
as a table of Texas' major watersheds and the turtle diversity in each one. 
 
Informational resources on Texas turtles and alligators, a map of Texas counties, a 
glossary, a bibliography, and indexes of common and scientific names complete the 
volume. 
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Despite their diversity, amphibians and reptiles share many physiological traits, such 
as their dependence on external heat sources for body temperature regulation, that 
are of pivotal importance to their ability to cope with the environment. Considerable 
variation in physiological capabilities exists in these groups and often can be related to 
seasonal and geographic differences in environmental parameters. This book provides 
a comprehensive and integrative view of the interplay between physiology and 
behavior in amphibians and reptiles, leading to a better understanding of the subject. 
The book covers topics that have recently been in the spotlight for scientific research 
on the physiology, behavior, and conservation of amphibians and reptiles. It brings 
together recent information from a range of disciplines that address critical topics for 
understanding their biology. As these studies are scattered across articles in 
specialized journals, this book provides a single and expanded source summarizing 
such advancements. 
Amphibian and Reptile Adaptations to the Environment: Interplay Between Physiology 
and Behavior maintains a solid scientific basis for the biological topics covered. 
However, it presents the material in a clear and direct manner so that it is accessible 
even to non-biologists interested in the basic biology, behavior, and ecology of these 
animals as well as how these elements are connected to their conservation. 
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This book is not the whole view at the thermal biology of reptiles. Here separate, not yet 
published papers in different aspects of thermal biology and evolution of vertebrates are 
collected. The feature, that joines these papers, is that they touch some important and 
not yet well-studied aspects of reptiles' thermal biology. All these papers are the results of 
long-term investigations, partely already published. But the thermobiological aspects, 
raised in these publications, need separate clarification, verification and demonstration. 
Therefore, these papers are very important in understanding of the main terms and 
concepts of the reptile's thermal biology and ecology. I think that they are doubly 
important because they try to pay attention to some trends that must be developed in 
future.  


